
 

Constance McCullough Award Guidelines 

The International Literacy Association (ILA) sponsors the Constance McCullough Award to 

encourage international professional development activities that are carried out in countries 

outside North America. 

Purpose 

The main purpose of the Constance McCullough Award is to assist in the investigation of 

reading-related problems outside North America. This award represents a specific means for 

working toward three recently articulated goals of ILA: advocacy, professional development, and 

emerging global issues. This award will be made to support a proposal that meets at least one 

of the purposes outlined below. 

Advocacy 

Through the Constance McCullough Award, ILA seeks to promote universal access to literacy 

and to provide leadership in support of adequate funding for literacy programs on an 

international basis. 

Professional Development 

Through the Constance McCullough Award the Association seeks to enhance and improve 

professional development of literacy educators on an international basis—professional 

development that supports programs and processes in response to expressed needs and that 

responds quickly to identify professional needs. 

Emerging Global Issues 

Through the Constance McCullough Award the Association seeks to identify and provide 

leadership on such emerging globally significant literacy issues as access to primary education 

for all, access to current materials, and assessment of literacy levels. 

Who can apply? 

Any ILA member is eligible to submit a proposal, remembering that the Constance M. 

McCullough bequest to ILA is designated for use in international professional development 

activities undertaken in countries outside North America. 

How do I apply? 

Fill out the application form and submit by January 15. 

What is the amount of the award? 

One award of US $4,000 will be available annually. 

How much time is available to conduct the project? 

https://fs6.formsite.com/intntlreading/form139/index.html?1505829022077


Grantees have up to two years to complete the project. 

What is the application focus? 

Open to ILA members, the award is available for the investigation of reading-related problems 

outside North America. There are no restrictions regarding age or setting (preschool, school, 

adult centers, etc.).  

What are the budget guidelines? 

Funds may be used to support 

1. Items needed for the project and not routinely available through the place of employment of 

the applicant 

2. Materials and supplies (paper, books, etc.) 

3. Travel directly related to the project 

4. Books for student and teacher use or library reference 

5. Administrative expenses (postage, duplication costs, printing) 

Funds may not be used to support 

1. Salaries 

2. Equipment (computers, typewriters, audio-visual equipment) 

3. Indirect costs (costs not directly associated with the project such as charging for existing 

office space)  

What are the obligations of a grantee? 

Grantees must carry out their projects as proposed; all major changes must receive prior 

approval from the ILA. Grantees must submit narrative and financial reports of the project by 

deadlines. 

How will applications be evaluated? 

Each application will be evaluated by a committee of ILA reviewers. In evaluating the proposal, 

reviewers will consider the following matters: 

1. Are the project goals clearly stated? 

2. Are the project activities clearly described and adequate to achieve project goals? 

3. Does the application describe an actual project, or does it appear to be simply a list of items 

to be purchased? 

4. Will the project activities have long-lasting impact on the stated needs? 

What are the important dates and deadlines? 

Application submission August 1–January 15 

Recipients will be notified in late April. 


